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Circulo de Amigas dormitory serving universitarias in León 
Circulo de Amigas founder, Patricia McCully , built a 

dormitory in the university town of León that was com-

pleted in January, just in time for the new school year. 
Pat, who financed more than 90 percent of the $55,000 

venture so our universitarias could have a safe home 

while studying in León, has gifted the dorm to Circulo. 
The dorm consists of two stories. The upper has four 

bedrooms and two shared bathrooms. The lower has a 

kitchen, dining room, two more bedrooms and two baths. 

Pat originally thought that a woman could live in one of 
the downstairs rooms to cook for the girls, but they prefer 

to cook for themselves rather than pay extra for the ser-

vice. Also, their schedules vary, making it more realistic 
for them to prepare their own meals. The dining room 

does double duty as a study hall. 

Current residents include: Arlen, 24; Celene, 23; Ellit, 
21; Karelia, 22; Luciana, 23; and Milagros, 22. Circulo 

universitarias who will move into the dorm in January 

2009 are Daryeling Ubeda, 20, and Gema Rostran, 17. 

Thank you to those who donated to the building of the 
dormðAngelo and Marilyn Vassos; Lina Moisan; 

Marylou and Herb Faris; Laura Henriques; Gayle 
Hopper; Michael and Rennie Marquez; Karen Myers; 

and the CdA Boardðfor a grand total of $3,514. 

Film features Circulo de Amigas dancers 
Kirby McCord 

Mi vida, mi danza (My Life, My Dance) is the newest film 

from Circulo de Amigas. It features five girls in their 

homes, through their day and starring in a folkloric dance 
festival. 

To get a DVD of this and our other two films, One 

Womanôs Story and Jinotega Vibra, send a $15 donation 
made out to Circulo de Amigas to: Kirby McCord, 22122 

Wood Island Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92646. 

Great for fundraising or as the next-best way to experi-

ence what life in Jinotega is really like. 

Editorôs note: Contact me for ideas on how to throw a 
Nicaraguan fundraising dinner or dessert hour centered 
around one of these films - Nora 

New Circulo de Amigas video: Mi vida, mi danza 
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Circulo de Amigas students Mariouri Aburto and Yamilet 

Sevilla dance in the latest short production from Oztruck 

Films, Mi vida, mi danza (My Life, My Dance). 
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Due to my inexperience as an architect, we have an urgent need to 
retrofit windows into the dormitory bathrooms. With no ventilation, 

the humidity is suffocating. For each of four bathrooms, it will cost 

$100 to open a hole and put in glass louvers and a wrought iron pro-

tector. Will someone fund a window?... or two? 
In addition, our funds did not allow for screens on the bedroom win-

dows. If the girls leave the windows open at night, the 

rooms fill up with a variety of winged wildlife. But be-
cause León is even hotter than Managua, closing the 

windows is not an option. For now, they are using mos-

quito netting to cover the windows, but that doesnôt let 
air pass very well. I designed the rooms with very large 

windows, so each screen will cost about $50. Any an-

gels out there to pay for them? 

Love you all,  

Pat McCully 

Appeal from the founder 

Above: The Circulo dormitory in León under construction in 2007 (left)  

and as it looks today (right) upstairs, outside the studentsô bedrooms. 

Fullerton teens raise almost $800 
Under the guidance of Barbara Burns and Christina Garner , a youth group 

of the UU Church in Fullerton , Calif., raised $797 for Circulo de Amigas via 

a special Labor Day service and collection. 
Many of our Fullerton friends are regular donors and some are sponsors. The 

congregation also sends plastic bags to Jinotega to be woven into purses and 

then sells the finished products for the craftswomen who make them. 
Mil gracias to this vibrant and generous organization. 
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Circulo de Amigas ï  
In the barrio since 1993! 

Alba Liseth 
and others 
need sponsors. 
For just $44 
per month, you 
could ease 
their familiesô 
burdens. 
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Eagle Scout project delivers much-
needed shoes to Barrio Linda Vista Sur 
Barry Kielsmeier 

Our family was pleased to accompany Chad Surber to 

Jinotega to deliver 300 pairs of childrenôs shoes. The pro-

ject completed the Eagle award for this Costa Mesa teen.  
Chad was distressed to learn that many children missed 

school when their shoes were worn out. He spent months 

collecting from friends and neighbors, posting collection 
boxes in surrounding cities. Chad and my son, David, 

distributed the shoes to an appreciative and enthusiastic 

crowd at Circulo de Amigas. 

Family gardening takes root in Jinotega 
Households benefitting: 7 and growing 
Barbs Bentley Smith 

Family organic gardening is happening in Jinotega with 
Circulo de Amigasô own Luis Sevilla as ñboots-on-the-

groundò consultant. We have seven families augmenting 

their diets with fresh vegetables from their own gardens. 

Luis and Reed McCord traveled to Sebaco in July to 
fetch a truckload of ingredients to mix organic fertilizer 

for dozens of families. David Kielsmeier and Chad Sur-

ber prepared the soil and planted the first demonstration 
garden with lots of local help. 

In September, Anneliese School in Laguna Canyon 
held a garden sale, raising over $600 for Circulo to help 

carry out its many programs. 

Youth power at work for Circulo 
Reed McCord 

David Rebd, Huntington Beach, visited Jinotega, where 
he purchased a bed and delivered a monthôs worth of 

food for a severely impoverished family. Then, realizing 

the gravity of the young motherôs health, he paid for teeth 

extraction and a full set of dentures. 
John Hwang, Woodbridge High, raised funds selling 

Circulo gift cards and taking donations at a school event. 

Soka University student Garrett Braun  spent a week 
in Jinotega, painting and gardening with Circulo families. 

The barrio turned out in force to help prepare the Circulo de 

Amigas demonstration garden this summer. 

David Rebd with members of a barrio family that is living a bet-

ter life today thanks to his generosity and hard work. 

ñThe happy faces of relieved mothers 

and their children will be etched in my 

memory for a lifetime.ò 
Chad Surber 

Barrio resident Mercedes Valdivia, mother of student Gissell 

Lanzas, harvests radishes from her garden. Jinotegaôs climate 

is ideal for growing vegetables, fruits and flowers. 

Editorô note: Contact me to buy or sell Circulo gift cards - Nora 
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Library book checkouts increase fourfold 
Nora Pedersen 

Under director Fany Morales, librarian Gloria Huertas, 

guidance counselor Flor Lopez and tutor Yamilet Rivera, 
excitement for reading is rising throughout the Circulo de 

Amigas community. With 3,000 books, we believe ours 

is the largest  Nicaraguan lending library north of Mana-

gua. Security guards Aron Gomez and Vicente Zuniga 
read and discuss with anyone who will listen. 

If you are a sponsor, ask your student what she has read 

lately. Tell her what you are reading. (If you donôt speak 
Spanish, Fany will translate letters up to one page in 

length.) 

We are helping to sponsor a second girl 
Shoreh Merati 

After one year of supporting Maykeling, who is the age 

of our daughter Meghan, my husband and I decided to 
help sponsor a girl close in age to our son, Sam. The Cir-

culo experience has helped us to teach our children about 

sharing, and to be thankful. 

For $44 per month, you can help keep a young girl 

healthy and in school too. 

Meschuks send pallet to Jinotega 
Amigas and amigos from California and Michigan col-

laborated to send a pallet of valuable materials to Circulo 

de Amigas in Jinotega. The pallet contains computer gear 
donated by Vaughn Hargrave and Roy McCord, library 

books donated by Carol Burke, Jeanne Egasse, Sarah 

Jordan and Pat McCully, and baseball equipment do-

nated by the Edison High School Chargers baseball 
team. Many thanks to Cathy and Bob Meschuk for 

making this possible. 

Hard times shaking the world 

But you can make a difference:  
Here are some ideas 
Roy McCord 

However tightly we may feel squeezed here, the Circulo 
community in Nicaragua is pressed more intensely. Our 

services, our scholarship families and our staff are all 

under increasing stress as the economy spirals down. 

There are several ways you can help. 

¶ Show one of our films (see Page 1) to a church, 
PTA, Scout meeting, or family and friends.  

¶ Collect coins or hold a garage sale.  

¶ Ask about matching funds at your workplace.  

$900 toteðyours for 20 bucks! 

Circulo tote a winner 
Dawn Tripp 

Eight people qualified for 
chances to win my Circulo de 

Amigas tote raffle. Together, 

they contributed $900 to the 
General Fund! (Each $25 

equaled one chance.) May the 

winner, Beatrice Tseng of Irvine, get lots of good fortune 
from this humble but coveted  15ò x 18ò canvas carryall. 

You can purchase one for about $20, including ship-

ping, at http://www.cafepress.com/camigas. For a few 

dollars more, you can buy a Circulo T-shirt too. They 
come rolled up in a little paper band and make great holi-

day gifts. 

Two dollars from each item goes to Circulo. 

Circulo de Amigasô best first-semester students: ¡Felicitaciones!  

Top five morning-session students Tatiana Rivera, Karen 

Reyes, Josseling Palacios, Junieth Zamora and Alisson Adams, 

had GPAôs from 85.8 percent to 95.5 percent (Alisson, spon-

sored by Darlene Ceremello). Way to go, chiquitas! 

Top five afternoon students Scarleth Alaniz, Carol Herrera, 

Maryeli Contreras, Anielka Mejia and Argentina Perez, had 

GPAôs from 81.1 to 92.4 percent (Argentina, sponsored by 

Gwendolyn Fyke). In our barrios, these grades are muy bueno. 

¿Qué has leído recientemente? 

(What have you read lately?) 

Welcome new Arizona sponsors  

Shirley Akers, Diana Ashley and Cheryl Berry . 

Thanks to the Prescott UU Fellowship, UU Congrega-

tion of Phoenix and UU Congregation of Green Valley 
for combined contributions over $1,150. 

http://www.cafepress.com/camigas
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From Dawnôs Desk 

Work clothes reduce cost of living and you can help 
Circulo de Amigas T-shirts free up income for food and other living expenses 

It was a crisp evening in Linda Vista Sur. I sat on a con-
crete bench outside the Circulo de Amigas clinic. The 

campus was closed for the day and quiet, but for a low 

badoomp-doomp-BOOM beat somewhere in the barrio. 

Stars twinkled overhead in a black velvet sky. 
I sat with Vicente, the guard on duty. He is 31, medium 

height, and rather stockily built. He has a round face, and 

his smile beams from under the umbrella of a black mus-
tache. 

Badoomp-doomp-BOOM, thumped the barrioôs heart. 

ñVicente, what can I do for the men of Circulo?ò I 
asked. 

He told me that they would like uniforms. 

So I sent Vicente, Luis and Aron hats, but what they 

need now are matching T-shirts. 
 I would like each one to have 

3 or 4 T-shirts emblazoned with 

the Circulo logo and  the word 
ñSeguridadò (security). 

 However, rather than 
tap our over-tapped Gen-

eral Funds, I  am asking 

for your help. 
 I would also like to get 

ñPersonalò (staff) T-

shirts for our non-
security employees. If 

you would like to help, 

please contact me at 

DLTripp@camigas.org. 

 Thank you for your sup-

port. 
Circulo courier Norlan Torrez 

and tutor Yamilet Rivera model 

ñPersonalò (staff) T-shirts. 

 
Although we are eager to get T-shirts for our staff and 
windows for the dormitory in León, we also need Gen-

eral Fund contributions. 

As fellow board member Roy McCord noted on the 

previous page, Circulo de Amigas is under a lot of stress. 
This year, our operating expenses have outpaced dona-

tions by 9 percent. (Virtually all of our expenses are 

Nicaraguan because our U.S. staff is all volunteer.) 
Our mission is to provide medical and educational as-

sistance to the poorest people in Nicaragua. Our campus, 

which must be maintained, and our employees, who 
must be paid, are necessary to deliver these services. 

If things continue as they have this summer, I am 

afraid we will have to start laying off staff, or reduce our 

hours of operation. 
What would the consequences of such actions be? 

On the back of this page is a contribution form 

If you love Circulo de Amigas, now more than ever is the time to show it 

Shown left-to-right are Circulo security guards Vicente Zuniga, 

Luis Sevilla, and Aron Gomez. But somethingôs wrong with this 

picture. Can you see it? 

First, Circulo will directly contribute to unemploy-
ment. Second, illnesses will receive delayed treatment, 

or perhaps no treatment. Third, access to the library and 

tutoring will be limited, if not lost. 

Due to reglamentos changes in March, tutoring class 
attendance improved over 90 percent between April and 

June. Should we cut back on tutoring? The library? Se-

curity? 
Things are bad here and worse in Nicaragua, but you 

can help by making a donation, spreading the word, or 

both. 
A contribution in honor or memory of someone makes 

a meaningful gift. Screening one of our films (see 

Page1) is an opportunity to meet with friends and do a 

little perspective taking. 
Will you help, please? 



Which of these girls should quit school and work to help feed her family? 

With your help - and Circulo de Amigas - �W�K�H�\���Z�R�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R�� 

Círculo de Amigas provides medical and educational aid to poor women and children in the 

beautiful but remote mountain town of Jinotega, Nicaragua. Tax-exempt 501(c)(3) #33-0586472. 

For more information, or to donate online, go to http://www.camigas.org/. 

Circulo Giving Levels  
 

Abeja amiga (friendly bee) $30 

Mariposa (butterfly)  $50 

Urraca hermosa (pretty jay) $100 

Cenzontle (tropical songbird) $500 

Guardabarranco    $1000 
 (Nicaraguaôs beautiful national bird) 

Other amount:      $__________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

Your name 

_______________________________________ 

Your address 

_______________________________________ 

Your city, state, zip code 

_______________________________________ 

Your email (we do not sell or share) 

_______________________________________ 

Phone (optional if email provided) 

 

_______________________________________ 

In honor/memory of (optional) 

_______________________________________ 

Acknowledgment card to (if memoriam) 

_______________________________________ 

Address 

_______________________________________ 

City, state, zip code 

Your privacy is important to us. We may recognize you or your honoree 

by name in our newsletter or on our web site, but we will never publish 

donation amounts or other personal information without your permission. 
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