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A House for Ruth

Clover Behrend and Paul Gethard

A few years ago Ruth asked us if we could help build
a new house for her and her family. Ruth had shared a
house with her mother and four siblings, living in two
rooms with typical rough wood walls, dirt floor, poor
lighting, an outdoor privy and small cooking area.

Befor e...

By the end of 2007 we were financially able to make it
happen. Now they enjoy a new home, with two bed-
rooms, living room, kitchen, and an indoor bathroom
complete with toilet, sink and shower. It's been a
blessing to be able to provide this for the family.
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The Circulo Library Enjoys Growing
Success in the Barrio

Fany Morales

The number of library users has grown dramatically. We are ac-
tively promoting reading with all our CdA scholars. Literature
books are being signed out at an increasing pace.

The library is also offering computer classes. Our first course had
13 graduates, acquiring skills in Typing Tutor, Word, Excel,
Power Point and Internet use. We now have 44 students in the
basic computer course. The tools they are learning will give them
a big head start in the labor market.

Planning Ahead: A Case History
Vaughan Hargrave

Education is central to the Circulo de Amigas mis
sion. Your contributions give girls a fighting chance
Daryeling has been my student for 2 years. | visited her
last year. Daryeling lives in very poor conditions on little
income with her single Mom, four siblings and a nephew
whose mother is deceased. With great grades, her plan
was to go to private pharmacy school. The weekly six
hour round trip bus ride seemed impractical, but we
(continued on page 3)

Dormitory In Ledon Completed, Circulo
University Students Move In  Fany Morales
. > !
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The dormitory for Circulo
students studying in Leon
was completed in February.
Funded by Pat McCully,
the dorm now affords safe
housing for two Circulo
girls, with room for six
more girls. A kitchen, laun-
dry, modern bathrooms and
. secure bedrooms will make
it possible for our girls to
study medicine, engineer-
ing and pharmacy.

- The beautiful old colo-
- nial city of Ledn is an
" educational capital of
& Nicaragua.



Rising Costs Hard on our Friends

Our Founder, Pat McCully

Ai ncreased food pri cesNompBetersent ri sk access t
the poorest. o UNpyM2cord 7 President Emeritus and Founder, Pat McCully is making

You are certainly feeling the squeeze of increasing prices
here, but in Nicaragua, the effects can be painful. Food costs
there are rising dramatically. As a CdA supporter, you are
often the rock wall between your Jinotega family and hun-
ger. They are deeply grateful. Please dig deep, give gener-
ously and help find others who will share as you have. Look
at the Sharing Form with this Newsletter. Can you spare

from your tax rebatefor Cd A’ s Gen?r al Fund

Family Gardening for the Barrio
Barbs Bentley-Smith, Jardinera de Amigas

With a seed, some soil, water, sun and caring, you can create
a miracle. Growing your own food is healthy, fun and im-
mensely satisfying: on a
self with fresh vegetables year round. Family gardening does
not currently exist in Jinotega. Thanks to a number of do-
nors, a small plot of land was purchased in 2007 to demon-
strate gardening in the heart of Barrio Linda Vista Sur.

I am working with CdA to introduce organic gardening to
the Barrio. | completed the UCCE Master Gardener Program
and currently work as a gardening teacher in Laguna Beach.
Il 6m | earning Spanish and
meantime, | am deputizing my teen neighbors, Reed
McCord and David Rebd, to go lay the groundwork in July.
Are you interested in jump starting self sufficiency in Barrio
Linda Vista Sur? Contact me through CdA!

plants and
girls grow °
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AWords cannot descri
in Jinotega. Nor can words describe the fe
i ngs | had from help

a valiant recovery from spinal surgery. Just a week before
her ordeal, she gave a fund raising speech at Soka Uni-
versity generating new supporters and publicity for Cir-
culo de Amigas. Now she is back at work with ideas, wis-
dom and energy to foster new growth at CdA. A belated
Happy 79" Birthday to our heroine!
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Wendy's sponsored dau
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Nicaragua Touched Me Twice
Wendy Kielsmeier

At age 18, | went to Nicaragua to give vaccinations for
Amigos de las America®ver 33 years later (gulp), |
met Pat McCully at a showing of the movie, One
Wo ma n 6 s andSldéaraed abqut the wonders of Cir-
culo. This was such a coincidence, | signed up immedi-
ately to become a sponsor of a young girl.

My son, David, and | went down last summer to visit
our sponsored child, and were appalled by her living
conditions. We helped as much as we could by buying a
bunk bed, clothes, shoes, tooth brushes, and the like, but
there is a need for so much more.

We are returning this summer, and my husband is com-

ing. As he put it, Al have
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Words cannot describe the needs of my friends in Ji-
notega. Nor can words describe the feelings I had from
helping them just my little bit

As a sponsor and member of the Board of Directors, |
ask that you consider rewarding yourself too. Circulo is
the most deserving of non-profits.

b Fer $1{4 lRee Mmopthe ¥oUjCcan help fkeepnpyyourfg r

e|girl healthy and in school. For $59 per month, you
. can sup ori}ea Circulo. girl during her univisrslityt
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Circulo de Amigas
PO Box 13204
Tempe, AZ 85284-0054

Secure online donations:
Www.camigas.org/howtohelp.htm

CdA is a 501(c)(3) organization under Internal
Revenue Service Tax Code EIN# 33-0586472.

CdA is operated in Nicaragua by CEPS
(Centro de Estudios y Promocién Social).

President:
Dawn Tripp DLTripp@camigas.org

Treasurers (through May 31):
Clover Behrend treasurer@camigas.org
Paul Gethard

Treasurer (effective June 1):
Al Kuhn treasurer@camigas.org

Secretary and Newsletter Editor:
Nora Pedersen NPedersen@camigas.org

Web Site: www.camigas.org

Planning Ahead (continued from page 1)

visited the school anyway. Daryeling questioned the admin-
istrators about coursework, fees, accreditation and employ-
ment assistance. She decided to attend the public school in
Leon. She will live with Circulo students in Circulo hous-
ing (Patds new dor m) .
Daryeling to work on building her nest before settling
down to raise a family. She has the potential and drive.
This opportunity, based on her own, smart choices will em-
power her further success. And YOU all helped.

Easy to be a hero working at Circ.ulo_

’
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Youth making a difference at CdA
Reed McCord
~ Green Ridge Missouri HS Spanish Clukraised money
for the General Fund.
~ Chad Surber will complete his Boy Scout Eagle Project
at CdA in August.
~ David Kielsmeier, President EHS National Honor Soci-
ety, is hosting a fund raiser. He performed magic and tu-
tored in Jinotega last summer and is returning this year.
~ As part of her Girl Scout Gold award, Juliette Schwartz
sent a huge box of school supplies.
~ Reed McCord worked on the award-winning documen-
tary A J i not e glatyest.iHe hasasgoken at local Li-
ons Clubs about CdA. He will spend four weeks working
there this summer.
~ David Rebd will spend a week in July funding and mak-
ing repairs at CdA.
~ Coby and lan Smith are planning a working vacation in
Jinotega next summer (2009) to establish organic gardening.

~ Youth help change the world. If you know of young peo-
St upteyor grgupsiwho cbudd- fundaisei dr lassist Ciccudoy r
please empower them to make a meaningful difference.

Remember, the Circulo experience helps people, builds
character and colleges look positively on students who dig
in actively to make a difference.

Message from Outgoing CdA

Treasurers On Retirement

Clover Behrend & Paul Gethard

We have made many dear friends over the three years as
Treasurers. We want to send you all our love and thanks for
being supporters of Circulo. We are all of us involved in
Aheart worko for CdA.

At the end of May, 2008, we will retire as Co-Treasurers.
The Treasurer's duties involve some daily, more weekly,
and much essential, monthly attention. Because we love
CdA so much, we think it
someone who can attend to the required duties in a way
that, in good conscience, we cannot. We feel very blessed
in having been Co-Treasurers on behalf of CdA. We will

continue to be active in our support of our dear goddaughter,
Ruth, who we've sponsored for more than 6 years now.
Great thanks to the many from whom we've enjoyed e-mails
and notes. We've got you on file and hope you'll still want to
stay in contact! And we wish the very best for Al Kuhn, our
new CdA treasurer.

Al is a delightful person: highly skilled, careful, responsible,
passionate and diligent. We're sure you'll enjoy working
with him. His training is underway; he will assume his du-
ties on June 1, 2008. Please continue to send him the lovely
ilittle nbtes got've $erit ® Us duvieg ol feraurs. dt's & chak
lenging job and appreciation is always welcome.

Love, hugs, peace, Namasté Clover & Paul
Page 3




Let There Be Light... and Juice

Vaughan Hargrave

Power outages have occurred nearly daily at Circulo
de Amigas over the last few years, affecting the
clinic, computers and the school. | decided to help
out by providing a generator.

| shared the cost of the generator and associated wir-
ing with friends, including safety pros Phil Combest
with OCASSE, Tony Softich with SNC Lavalin, my
brother Guy Hargrave and OCUUC. The wiring was
installed by Vicente Zuni
trician, who earns less than US$6 per day.

In the course of two weeks we were able to design,
fund, procure and install a generator capable of sup-

Photo: Dawn Tripp
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Movies Show Barri o0s; %
Kirby McCord

In 2006 my family made a 15 minute film at CdAA. On e  Wo njg
Story, about Pat McCully and CdA, reveals the immense needs but
great dignity of the people of Barrio Linda Vista Sur.

In 2007, we went back to CdA carrying a microscope for the clinic, a
school telescope, and a digital projector for the multipurpose room.
We also brought gear to help the people of the Barrio make a film
about themselves. Dozens of your friends there performed in skits,
jokes and poetry recitals. The final film included a cameo by best-
selling Nicaraguan poet/novelist Gioconda Belli filmed at the home
of Maykelingds sponsors, Jubi

\ mayor, Dr. Eugenio Lopez, performed cumbia and told a
],

appreciative
audiences

joke for the film. After one week of intense work, Jinotega
Vibra screened to a packed house in the new CdA multipur-
pose room. The mayor 6s of fi
on prlme tlme TV in Jinotega. It was a huge successl

“l B G y %
Back home, ft Hirotegan&ikraasy 0 Bfolialel ot N o St Talo ot

screened at two film festivals and been featured in the _ ) _ _ _
newspaper and on TV. Circulo now has two films that Obtain a Circulo DVD with BOTH Jinotega Vibraand

give a heart warming glimpse into the lives of the peo- On e  Wo ma n Allsprockeds enefit CdA. They are

ple you support in Jinotega. effective tools to attract others to help! Please send a
The movies have also attracted a number ofneeheck for $10 made out to *
CdA donors. Get a copy and you, too, will finKirby McCord, 22122 Wood Island Lane,

friends who can join the Circulo family. Huntington Beach, CA 92646. Page 4




De sk Clinic 28%

From Dawnos

11 Jinotegans employed, hundreds served
But with costs nearly doubled in Nicaragua, your contributions to

Circulobdbs general fund critical C,dAuF,unds ou
Over 98 cents of every dollar spent by Circulo de Amigas in 20Q7ent to  Fy sy, .~ Student Homes,
Nicaragua to support programs and staff. Sixty percent of Circulo's funds pro- Bl Rer ) '”'P’°"e3’(’,';"‘s

vided direct medical, educational, housing and other assistance to the four bar- &
rios we serve. One-fourth paid salaries and benefits to our all-Nicaraguan staff.
Circulo is an extraordinarily efficient, volunteer-based nonprofit.

I visited Circulo in June 2007 and March 2008. The campus bustles with
children and adults learning and working together. You and your contributions
keep our circle of friends unbroken in its little mountain home.

Circul obébs AccomplishmE€nteul o0620N&eds in 2
1111 students and their f amydontiruetopewdde medicil and gducational serviceso 6 s
ship program, including 22 new elementary and two new uni- to our existing 100+ students and families
versity students 1 Find sponsors for students on the waiting list (six as of
1411 patients attended to at our clinic monthly on average March 15)
i Re gl a merfotmal exgectations - adopted, keeping 1 Make significant repairs on 2 to 3 of the worst homes
students on track and sponsors better informed in our barrios
1 Eleven new homes built; one underwent major improvements 9§ Give employees cost-of-living raises (According to
 Long-overdue pay raises given to the staff (All Nicaraguan - Banco Central de Nicaragumbasket of basic goods
we pay no U.S. salaries.) now costs over $400 US. That's about what our highest
1 A dormitory erected to benefit our university girls in Ledn paid employees take home monthly.)
(through the generosity of founder, Patricia McCully) 1 Pay for much-needed repairs on the Circulo campus

Recognition of Dedicated Volunteers, Staff, and YOU

Thank you Clover Behrend, outgoing Treasurer, for filling a critical role since 2005. Thanks Al Kuhn and Barry Kiels-
meier, incoming Treasurer and Vice Treasurer. Thank you Advisory Panel and Board, especially Nora PedersenRoy
McCord, Kirby and Reed Mil graciasto our paid staff, headed by Fany Morales Andt hank you i nvest
mission From the youngest scholar to senior staff, our circle counts on you. Please make a generous contribution today.
You can use the form in this newsletter, or go to www.camigas.org/howtohelp.htm. Dawn Leonard Tripp, President

B

My MomoOos Memor | a
Roy McCord

This is a Circulo de Amigas Memorial Chal-
lenge Grant in honor of my mother, Florence
Yasaitis McCord, who never lacked for competi-
tive spirit. She certainly would have understood
the women of Barrio Linda Vista Sur, having
worked in a pizza kitchen to put nine children
through school. She lost one son as an infant and
two daughters to tragedy. Flo was ever ready to
do battle and it took a mistaken overdose of
chemo (cigarettes were her vice and counsel) to
Andrea, a de_feat her.'l would like my firs_t cash donation in

this campaign to be multiplied in her name.
courageous I will match every dollar this pulls in before her
CdA single birthday, June 22, up to $702, my birthday.
mom raising Pl ease mar k Genbral FuhdFlo@y i
four kids so that Circulo can spend where the need is great-
i est. Make my day. Make me pay.
My mom would have enjoyed the contest.

Page 5



pajsanbay 921188 SSaIpPY

bi0 sebiwedr'mmm

$500-v8258 Zv ‘@dway

y0Z€L Xog Od
sebiwy ap ojnaiH

Sharing Form

Food prices have nearly doubled in Nicaragua...

Which of these girls should quit school and work to help feed her family?

Honor someone you love right now by giving the @p@drtunity

Circulo Giving Levels

Abeja amiggfriendly bee) $30
Mariposa (butterfly) $50
Urraca hermosgpretty jay) $100
Cenzontlgtropical songbird) $500
Guardabarranco $1000
(Nicaraguads beauti ful
Other amount: $

Donate online at
http://www.camigas.org/howtohelp.htm

Or send this form and your check to:
Circulo de Amigas

PO Box 13204

Tempe, AZ 85284-0054

Your name

In honor /memory of

Your address

Your city, state, zip code
nati onal bird)

Email

Phone

Circulo de Amigasgrovides medical and educational aid to poor women and
children in the beautiful but remote mountain town of Jinotega, Nicaragua.
Tax-exempt 501(c)(3) ID #33-0586472. For more information, including links
to our newsletters and video, go to http://www.camigas.org/




