CDA News: Fall 2007

Vilma Estada, MBA, sponsored
by Char lie and Birdie Reed of
Huntington Beach, CA.

SCADS OF GRADS!! CDA Students Make GOOD!

P € Fany Morales,
L / MBA, sponsored
by a group of
Unitarians in
Southeast
Arizona. You
may recognize
her as our own
very efficient
and dedicated
CEOin
Nicaragua.

Elica Centeno, Agricultural
Engineer. Sponsored by Alan
White of San Clemente, CA.

If you ever doubted what a difference
education can make, take a look at
these CDA sponsored students. Every
young woman on this page not only
finished high school, but with the
continued help of CDA sponsors, has
completed a college education and
entered the work force. And more are
on the way. (See page 2.) Help us
celebrate the real success of
education and CDA sponsorship with
these women and their families.

Marisol
Meléndez , MD,
Sponsors
Doctor Terry
and Barbara
Robinson of
Phoenix, AZ.
Mari sol o
success was
the subject of
an article in an
earlier
newsletter.

Season of Thanks *

If you are like many of us, you
are fortunate enough to have
things to be thankful for during
EVERY season. Compared to
most of the re st of the world,
we live in wealth, health, and
safety, with a goodly amount
of freedom and happiness.

Our donors think of this
frequently. We know because
you chose to assist less
fortunate children and

families. We thank you for that
daily. CDA does as much as
possible to maximize your
every dollar. And, of course, if
you chose to include CDA in
your holiday giving, you can

be certain that your
contributions will be used to
continue to improve the | ives
of CDA Nicaraguan families,
and support educat ion and
health opportunities for the

community.
* THANK You!

Maribel Torrez, Pharmac ist, as a
child th ought she would only go
through the third Grade.

Mentored through High School

by Pat McCully . Left: a bright
young thing in Pa
classes. Sponsored through

college by Kurt Topic of Laguna
Beach, CA. ‘
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High School Graduates 2007, Future Professionals!

by Flor Lopez, Director of Sponsorships

Our program has had the pleasure of
preparing our sponsored girls, and thanks
to the steady support of our sponsors and
the desire for improvement of our
students, again this year we have a
group that will go on to new horizons.

This year all four of our High School
graduates began their professional
studies:

Leysi Arauz Zeledon, sponsored by
Douglas and Carolyn Elliott of Bainbridge
Island, Washington. Her father
abandoned them when she was little, but
her mother has been very hardworking
and has struggled to keep her children
moving forward. She now works as a
seamestress. Leysi is studious and creative.
She studied a course in computers,
handicrafts and Beauty Shop. She makes
pifiatas at home and sells them. This year
she began her career in Banking and
Finance. She is an excellent student and
a fine example for her siblings.

Ana Maria Chavarria, sponsored by Kitty

Kroger of Los Angeles. Shedoes n 6t h.

the support or presence of her father, but
she has a mother who has backed her all
the way, in spite of earning very little
money taking in washing and ironing.
Ana Maria has been a great participant
in Circulo, both teaching and acting in
our dance group. She is presently
studying Hotel and Tourism
Administration. She is a responsible young
woman and will surely be an excellent
professional.

Auxiliadora Gonzélez, sponsored
by Robin and Georgia Thornton  of
Eugene, Oregon. This young

WO man ¢ aquiit bn any
support from her father, but very
much so by her mother who works
taking in washing and ironing, as
well as help from her siblings. There
is a total of 11 in the family. This
year Auxiliadora is studying
computers and next year wants to
start her career in Accounting.

Auxiliadora Gonzélez
Accounting is her goal

Leysi Arauz Zele don
wants to work in
Banking and Hnance

THESE FOUR YOUNG WOMEN ARE AN BKIPLE OF THE CHANGE
AND IMPROVEMENT THAT CAN COME THROUGH THE COMBINEL:
EFFORTS OF THE STUDENTS, THEIR FAMILIES AND THE FINE :
UNSELFISH SUPPORT OF THEIR SPONSORS.

Miriam Méndez sponsored by
Ana Maria Chavarria is studying Miriam Méndez is onthe way to : Breeze Bryson of Palos Verdes
Hotel and Tourism Administration being an Agricultural Engineer = Estates, California. Miriam is

= fortunate to live with both

= parents. Her father is an itinerant
* peddler and her mother takes in
 washing. Nine persons live in the
' home. Miriam is very responsible
“ and wants very much to become
i a professional and thus help her
i1 parents. She is now studying to

i1 become an Agricultural Engineer.
i She likes this career a lot and

1 hopes to be able to put it to

1 good use.




Meet Dawn Tripp, CD A06s New Executive Direct

Hello friends. My name is Dawn Tripp and | will take over as executive director of Circulo
de Amigas in January. | have been with Circulo since 1999, but decided only this summer
to take Patricia McCull yds efiniegustsedemsrighd.s ume | e

Those of you who sponsor students through Circulo already know me from the survey sent
in September. | would like to: 1. Introduce myself, 2. Summarize the sponsor survey results,
and 3. Share my thoughts on the Circulo community and communication.

About Me | spent my early childhood in lllinois and Wisconsin, and moved to Arizona when
I was 10. | have two sisters and two brothers. My husband, Greg, is an IT manager and
North Carolina native. Our teenage son, Joe, was born here in the Phoenix area. | also
have a grown son, Steve, who was born in Huntington Beach.

My background is in accounting, information systems, and writing. | have a certificate in business programming
and a bachelor's degree in journalism. | work part-time at a bookstore. My pastimes are reading, crocheting,
playing on my computer, and hanging out with family. | have a dog, a cat, and a cockatiel. Yohablo espar
When|ImetPat,Ilwasco-chair of my churchds soci al action committece
Circulo student.

About the Survey Twenty-eight people responded to the sponsor survey by September 30. They represent one-
fourth of our students. Twenty-four respondents rated Circulo (on a scale of 1 to 5, 5 being highest) for an
average satisfaction rating of 4.3. (Others gave no rating.) Nine sponsors said they had traveled to Jinotega,; six
said they would like to visit or return. The majority of sponsors reported feelings of joy from supporting and
connecting with their students. A few expressed concerns about their students, Circulo, or both.

The Circulo Community and Communication

STUDENTS & Fostering the education of good citizens & specifically girlsand women di s t he body of
but the survey indicated that many sponsors dondt know w
school). So an English/Spanish document has been penned and posted on the Circulo bulletin board in Barrio
Linda Vista. It informs students and parents that they should report monthly, in person, for their stipend, and write

to their padrinos at least four times a year. (Students and sponsors will get copies of this document, which is also
available at www.camigas.org/sponsors.htm)

STAFF/VOLUNTEERS 6 Side-by-si de wi th donors and sponsors, staff and v
raise a million dollars a year, but without trained and committed workers, not a dime could be guaranteed to

help the community and individuals we love. Among the staff, only managing director Fany Morales speaks
Englishédand that is a work in progress. Di d | mention that t
for at best one-fourth (my estimate) of what yanquis would consider base pay for the same work in the U.S.?

As for the volunteers, | just want to take a moment to thank Clover, Sharon, Nora, Roy, Kirby, Marianne, and every
other volunteer, past or pr es emnneverkwdwo (@mryone avineewolld likesto know g o t
about volunteer opportunities, please contact me.)

DONORS/SPONSORS6Put simply, we could not do it without you. W
accept, on behalf of the students, staff, and volunteers, my humble thanks.

COMMUNICATIONOHuUur dl es include ti me, money, and | anguage. Eac

needs are different from the next. Patisleaving,and change, no matter if itds goc
know:What is going on? |Is the community safe? How are the
might wonder whether we really care.

We care. We have survived challenges, and we can become
communicate. Letusdo so with compassion, fairness, and respect.

really want to know or tell, and then ask or say it as clearly and kindly as possible.

On my part, | plan for a newsletter to be produced at least every six months, but the paper, postage, and time
hurdle is high. (Those who have email can expect to hear from me every month or two between newsletters.)

Finally, | have started a Circulo group on the Facebook social networking site. The address is
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2383684150. | would love to use this site as an informal place for
Circulo supporters to keep in touch with me and with each other. Please join me. Otherwise, contact me at
DLTripp@bluebird.net or (480) 491-5895.

Page 3



Donations:

Circulo de Amigas

10583 La Fuente

Fountain Valley Ca 92708
CDA is a 501(c)(3)

orga nization under Internal
Revenue Service tax code
EIN# 33-0586472.

CDA is operated in
Nicaragua by CEPS
(Centro de Estudios y
Promocién Social) .

Treasurers:
Clover Behrend
NEW ADDRESS:
cloverl@earthlink.net
Paul Gethard
paulgethard@earthli nk.net

Founder:
Patricia McCully
pmccully@juno.com

Executive Director:
Dawn Tripp
DLTrip@bluebird.net

Web Site:
www.camigas.org

Farewell :

With this issue of the CDA
Newsletter, | am stepping
down as the newsletter
editor. | thank all of you for

your help in contribut ing
articles and photos, and in

you r support of the work |
have done. If my work has
been any assistance to you,
it has been my greatest

pleasure. -Sharon Euster
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From Patdd IPen

Remembering Joyce Bonura

The person who inspired the CDA sponsorship program,
. Joyce Bonura, died recently. | met Joyce when we
were both working as volunteers at a free Medical
~ Clinic, SOS (Share Our Selves) in Costa Mesa, California,
© in 1993 or 94.

Joyce knew | had founded Circulo de Amigas as a
sewing center for women in Nicaragua, and a small

. Medical Clinic. She asked me if | could be a conduit for
money to help a little girl to go to school; she didn't

%% want to go thru one of the outfits you see on TV,

& because you didn't know how much money ever got
out of the country.

| told her | would be happy to do that, and indeed the little girl next door to
us, Rosita, would never get to the sixth grade without help. And Joyce said,
"My sister-in-law, Pat Wheeler, wants to do it too." And so was born our
"Amigos del Estudio". | went out to lunch the next day with a friend and
mentioned it to her, and she said, "l want to do it too." | told my board about
it, and they all said, "l want to do it, too."

We now have over one hundred sponsored girls who, without this support,
would have to be out selling things, tortillas, bread, or whatever, door to door
in order to help feed the family. In December '06, (their school year is different
from ours) three young women received University degrees: one in Pharmacy,
one in Agricultural Engineering, and a third got hers years ago. We had a
lovely young woman graduate from Medical School, and another is ready to
start in February.

We take them from preschool just as far as they can go.

Rosita finished High School, got pregnant, and her boyfriend wouldn't let her
go back to school. But we do have two girls with babies who are continuing
to study. When Rosita dropped out, Joyce took on Carina. Carina's mother
had just died and she was living with her grandmother. A few years later,
Grandma died, and Carina's aunt, Genara, took her and her two brothers in.

Genara had a large tumor removed from her neck, probably caused from
carrying a heavy box on her head that she went with door-to-door selling
pastries. Joyce and Mario provided funds to improve the front room of her
little house to become a little store, where she could sell things without having
to leave home. The dirt floor was replaced by concrete, shelves were built, a
fridge allowed the production of popsicles, and the sale of cold drinks, milk,
etc.

And since there was a lot of competition in the area, with little stores, we
added an extra attraction, Nintendo. Genara hamed her little store, "Regalo
de Dios", Gift of God. It should have been named, "Gift of Joyce and Mario".

The ripples that Joyce started are felt all over Barrio Linda Vista Sur on the
edge of Jinotega, Nicaragua.



http://www.camigas.org/

